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PARENTS' EXPECTATIONS OF FILIAL PIETY BACKGROUND Filial piety prescribes that adult
RN IEER S children are obligated to provide adequate care

and support to their older parents. As a critical
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caregivers and receivers. Adult children and their
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i parents may hold different opinions on filial
piety. Understanding how adult children perceive
filial piety can help improve intergenerational
relationships.

STUDY RESULTS From the adult children's
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. perspective, the majority of their parents expected a
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higher than average level of care, respect, greetings,
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happiness, and obedience. Respect was the most
highly expected behavior; financial support was the
least. Moreover, adult children practice an equal or
slightly lower level of filial piety to their parents.
Mothers displayed higher expectation of filial care
and received more as well.
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CONCLUSION The practice of filial piety continues to operate among Chinese families in the U.S. Emotional
support is often valued more than instrumental support. Gender differences exist and influence how children
provide support to their mothers and fathers. Some adult children may provide less filial care than their parents
expect. To encourage the practice of filial piety, community organizations and social services can play an
essential role in creating incentives and removing barriers.
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