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BACKGROUND Elder abuse is a pervasive global
public health problem. Forms of elder abuse can
include physical abuse, sexual abuse, psychological
abuse, caregiver neglect and financial exploitation. An
estimated 10% of American older adults experience
abuse each year. The issues of cultural norms also
affect the perception, determinants, and impact of
elder abuse in different ethnic communities.

STUDY RESULTS

PREVALENCE OF ELDER ABUSE Our findings show
one in four (24%) Chinese older adults were victimized
by abuse. Psychological and financial forms of abuse
were present in 10% of the participants.

VICTIMS OF ELDER ABUSE Chinese older adults
with previous abuse experiences may be at risk of
re-victimization for elder abuse. About one in three
(32%) elder abuse victims has experienced other
forms of violence before they turned 60.
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Elder abuse is a problem in the community. Older adults are too frail to go out. They depend on their children for
help. If the children ignore the elderly, then the older adults will have no place to go. 55 - Study Participant
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CONCLUSION Elder abuse is prevalent in the U.S. Chinese community. Immigrant older adults may be more
vulnerable due to significant changes in the domain of filial piety and family traditions. These challenges may likely
contribute to their risks of abuse. Our previous work suggests Chinese elderly perceived psychological abuse to be
more serious than other forms of abuse, and being subject to disrespect was a key form. An exploration of culture
and tradition may yield insight into shaping a prevention and intervention framework for abuse of older adults.
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